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After months of preparations, Peruvians will finally go to the polls on Oct. 31 in a national
referendum on a series of constitutional reforms drafted by the constituent congress (Congreso
Constituyente Democratico, CCD). President Alberto Fujimori has portrayed the referendum as a
vote of confidence in his government, and has announced that a victory by those voters casting "No"
ballots would constitute a "national disaster," particularly in terms of its effect on future foreign
investments. Fujimori said he would submit his resignation if the measure goes down to defeat.
The proposed reforms include a number of highly controversial measures, such as presidential
reelection to back-to-back terms, expanding application of the death penalty to include crimes of
"terrorism" which result in death, giving the executive the legal authority to dissolve congress,
and establishment of a new unicameral legislature (for previous coverage of reforms see NotiSur
09/03/93). Given Fujimori's current high approval rating in public opinion polls, the CCD's proposed
package of constitutional reforms is expected to receive overwhelming support, despite the fact
that less than 20% of the population is estimated to have read the proposed changes. According to
a survey conducted by the private Apoyo polling firm in early October, Fujimori's approval rating
stood at approximately 70%, the highest level of support he has received in the last 12 months.
According to separate polls conducted by Apoyo, Imasen and CPI, all released on Oct. 18, at least
59% of voters intend to vote "Yes" on the proposed constitutional reforms, while the "No" option
is expected to receive between 36% and 41% of the vote. Under the electoral ground rules, only a
simple majority is necessary for the initiative to pass. A group of 30 observers from the Organization
of American States (OAS), along with one observer from Japan, will monitor the voting. (Sources:
Inter Press Service, 10/18/93; Notimex, 10/23/93; Agence France-Presse, 10/12/93, 10/18/93, 10/19/93,
10/23/93, 10/25-28/93; Spanish news service EFE, 10/26-28/93)
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